Florid ischemic cholangitis due to leucocytoclastic vasculitis.
Ischemia-induced biliary tract lesions, called ischemic cholangitis, often lead to strictures of biliary ducts and cholestasis. Causes of ischemic changes of the biliary tract can be found in the arterial blood supply or in the peribiliary capillary plexus. Known examples are thrombosis after transplantation, intraoperative ligation, or the application of chemotherapeutic drugs. Rarely, such changes are due to inflammation of the blood vessels, such as occurs in polyarteritis nodosa or giant cell arteritis. We present a report of a 49-year old man with leucocytoclastic vasculitis after viral infection, influenza vaccination, and antibiotic treatment, leading to florid ischemic cholangitis. We conclude that hypersensitivity vasculitis must be included in the differential diagnosis of cholestasis and cholangitis.